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STATEMENT BY MRS ALEX ANDREWS 
 
1. I would like to introduce myself.  I am Alex Andrews and I have lived at 54 Cow Lane since 

1979.   During my time in the village I was a Parish Councillor for 24 years and throughout 
the whole of this time I chaired the Parish Council Planning Committee.   I was elected to the 
Council on a manifesto to protect Fulbourn from becoming a suburb of Cambridge.    I was 
elected by the village and polled the second highest number of votes.   This resulted in my 
being elected Chair of the Planning Committee.   I did my homework for the position I took 
on.  I visited South Cambridgeshire District Council to understand what the position entailed, 
met planning officers, sat in at meetings.    

 
2. My garden backs on to the eastern field of the Appeal Site.  I am a member of the RSPB and 

have always been interested in wildlife generally but have become an active bird watcher 
once I retired 4 years ago.   My garden has a very wide and varied number of species of birds 
visiting which reflects many of the birds which live and breed in the fields behind.   These 
have included tree creepers and a turtle dove.  A barn owl is regularly seen hunting in the 
field and tawny owls can frequently be heard calling at night.  My bird feeders see 
chaffinches, blackbirds, long tailed tits, great tits, blue tits, robins, dunnocks, goldfinches, 
greenfinches, greater spotted woodpeckers, song thrushes, collar doves, stock doves, 
woodpigeons (of course), blackcaps, starlings, jays and magpies and members of the corvid 
family.  Pheasants are regular visitors and the red legged partridges occasional visitors.  
Green Woodpeckers are heard daily and visit sometimes.  Mistle thrushes are seen and 
heard regularly as are both male and female sparrowhawks.  How lovely it is to see a wren 
singing on the fence and then the offspring being fed around the garden.   I have seen 
kestrels flying low and hovering in the field.     I am still fortunate to have a hedgehog in the 
garden which has access to the field.  (I do have a hedgehog gateway from the garden into 
the field).   Winter sees the occasional visits of field fares and redwings and very occasionally 
bullfinch and siskin.  The shy coal tit is also seen sometimes on winter feeders.    The cuckoo 
is heard less commonly but there is a problem with nationally with cuckoos.    Other birds 
can be seen overhead, in particular swifts and swallows with some house martins and 
skylarks with their beautiful song.   Herons and buzzards and various gulls are also around.   
Rabbits and foxes live in the field as do a range of small mammals and frogs.   Grass snakes 
have been seen in my garden.    Bats are around at dusk and can be seen flying around my 
house and into the field.   We should be protecting habitat such as the fields with the 
surrounding trees which encourages a wide range of species, many of them in decline.   
Goldcrests can be heard in the pines bordering fields.    Reed warblers and corn buntings will 
increase if the habitat were managed a little better.    It should be appreciated that habitats 
are interlinked and taking one away will cause a decline in a species which lives primarily in 
another.       This is an area that should be preserved.  Destroying it will see a dramatic 
decline in the number of species.    This is important.    

 
3. My family moved into our house when my son was 13 months old.  In the early years my 

husband used to take Adam down to Poor Well to play which included the springs and chalk 
stream.   As Adam grew up, he and his friends played at Poor Well and used to go along the 
chalk stream towards the railway embankment.    They used jam jars to catch minnows.   
Will their children be able to do this?     It is lovely to see children and dog walkers enjoying 
the environment particularly in the morning and evenings although the children’s activity 
increases when it is holiday time.   Many gardens are small and the recreation ground is at 
the other end of the village, so it is important that local residents have somewhere they can 
go. 
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4. I went with some friends from the local RSPB group on a dawn chorus walk around he 2 
fields of the site earlier this year and we heard a good range of warblers but the thing that 
impressed them the most was the presence of the chalk stream which is a disappearing 
habitat.   One of my friends was the leader of the Cambridge RSPB Group until this May.   He 
was very impressed with the clarity of the water of the chalk stream and said, with fewer 
than 300 such streams in the whole of Europe, this was such an important resource it must 
be preserved.    With a little more care this could become a really valuable wildlife asset.   

 
5. The land is special and is over aquifers that provide water.  Indeed, the Cambridge Water 

Company owned this land until recently and for 75 years the land was of vital importance as 
a source of water for Cambridge.    This is something that should not be dismissed lightly 
especially as this area of England is very dry but is having to support a growing population.   
The deeds of our houses have a covenant which states that the water supply should be 
protected and we have restrictions on how we use the land which relates to the use of 
fertilizers and the keeping of chickens and farm animals.        

 
6. The local drainage and sewer system barely copes with the current housing in the area.  

Several times a year, either after heavy rain or poor use of drains, the sewers back up and I  
cannot use the downstairs toilet.  I am lucky in that it has never overflowed over the actual 
toilet bowl although my neighbour at 56 has had this happened.   The drains in the garden 
have overflowed and I have had sewage in the garden.     The last time there was backing up 
in the toilet was on 22 June 2016 and then again on 5 August 2016.   It should be noted that 
it is still happening and our problems were not acknowledged in the reports on this land. 

 
7. I have always had great support from the village in protecting areas which are of benefit to 

all.  Fulbourn wants to remain a village.  We do not want large dormitory housing occupied 
by people with no feeling for their environment.    It has been distressing to see the way 
Cambridge has grown with little thought of how the development will enhance the setting of 
this beautiful city now and in the future.    Houses are needed but should mean that all land 
should be developed?   Consideration must be given to suitability and also to ensuring the 
future of our children and their environment is taken into account.  Green fields should 
always be the last resort for development.   In this case, the fields are wet and have an 
important ecosystem which should be part of our heritage. 

 
8. I have been very proud of the way the Village, the Parish Council and South Cambridgeshire 

District Council have worked together over the years to meet the housing need without 
compromising the valuable assets of Fulbourn and especially proud of the part I have been 
able to play in this process.   This illustrates good democracy and localism.      Cambridge 
Water Company and subsequent owners of the land in question have tried to have it 
released for development on several occasions and each time an Inspector has found it not 
suitable.    You will have seen copies of my letters giving the background to this history 
(appendices) 

 
9. Fulbourn has not objected to all development and has been prepared to take its share  and 

done this successfully by liaising the relevant Planning Development Control Officers.   This 
resulted in the development of Huntsmill and the Haven, both sites being located inside the 
village envelope.   The Appeal Site has never been part of the village envelope and has never 
been regarded by the Planning Officers or the village as being suitable for development.   
Probably the biggest success story is the redevelopment of the old Windmill estate into the 
new Swifts development.   Here 175 ageing prefab houses have been superseded by 275 
modern houses laid out in a manner which merges into the overall village structure more 
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successfully.  I sat on the Steering Group as Chair of Fulbourn Parish Council’s Planning 
Committee along with SC District Councillors, Residents, Housing Association, Developer.  
This was a development built with all totally involved and fully behind project.  The residents 
were consulted throughout the process which included visits to other developments 
undertaken by the Housing Association.   Even the appointment of the housing association, 
architect, housing design was included in the process which included residents who were 
going to be rehoused.    And what a success it is.   A modern, attractive housing development 
on a  brownfield site with excellent access and integrated into the village envelope.    

 
10. I am a resident but one that has the backing of most of the village.  I have a long history of 

serving the village and believe I carried out my position as Chair of the Parish Council 
Planning Committee in a professional manner liaising closely with the relevant officers at 
South Cambridgeshire District Council as well as our local District and County Councillors.   I 
do understand the need for new housing but feel very strongly that the Appeal Site is not 
suitable.   I ask that my personal testimony be given due weight. 

 
Thank you.   
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APPENDIX  1                                                        54 Cow Lane 
Fulbourn 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5HB 

 
 
1 November 2014 
 
 
Development Control 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Cambourne Business Park 
Cambourne 
CB23 6EA  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Outline Planning Application S/2273/14/OL  - 110 dwellings   
Land off Teversham Road/Cox’s Drove) 
 
HISTORY – this site has been rejected for development on a number of occasions, the most recent 
being rejected by South Cambridgeshire District Council following their  ‘Call for Sites’ which was 
part of the Draft Local Plan process.    
 
1991 – part of the land between – field nearest Teversham Road considered to be included in Local 
Plan for development.   SCDC and FPC looked at land in Fulbourn and put forward Huntsmill in the 
Local Plan which was accepted by the Inspector at the Enquiry.   The Teversham Road site was 
rejected despite lengthy presentation by Bidwells representing the Water Board.    
 
July 1999   Land between Cox’s Drove and Teversham Road considered as exception to the Local 
Plan as problems relating to the development of Chesterton Sidings.    This site was considered 
alongside sites in Linton and was rejected. 
 
2006 –Due to a shortfall in housing land becoming available as Chesterton Sidings was no longer 
scheduled for residential development and Northstowe was taking time to progress,  4 sites were 
examined in Fulbourn village and adjacent to the village envelope to help make up the shortfall.   
The land between Cox’s Drove and Teversham Road was again examined and the Planning Inspector 
dismissed the land as being unsuitable due to location and drainage issues  and the Ida Darwin site 
was allocated.   ‘Although not in the Green Belt, land off Teversham Road forms part of the 
countryside setting of the village and of the Conservation Area which includes the Horse Pond.’ 
(Report of the Examination into the South Cambridgesire Site Specific Policies Development Plan 
Document submitted by Inspectors for the Secretary of State).    Nothing has changed since this 
decision. 
 
EMERGING LOCAL PLAN  - The current emerging  Local Plan has been put together with proper 
consultation and agreement between South Cambridgeshire Council and the Parish of Fulbourn 
which follows the requirements of the Localism Act 2011.   This Plan has been submitted for 
adoption and has the full support of the Parish Council and parishioners of Fulbourn.    
 
In this Plan Fulbourn has been designated a Minor Rural Centre.    Although Fulbourn is not a Minor 
Rural Centre until this plan is adopted, it is clear that Fulbourn lacks many of the amenities required 
to support being a Rural Centre, ie 

 The library is part time and is a library run by volunteers 
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2 
 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
 
1 November 2014  
 

 The Health Centre is only a branch surgery 
 

 The Post Office facilities are only limited counter services in the local Co-Op.   The Post Office 
itself closed. 

 There is no secondary school nor any public transport to Bottisham Village College which is 
where the majority of Fubourn children attend secondary school.  The children have to be 
bussed by dedicated school buses which means they cannot take advantage of the full 
facilities of the school.   A key requisite of a village being designated a Rural Centre is that it 
contains a village college.   “Settlements with a Village College have good access. In the case 
of villages without a Village College, the test required there to be good access by public 
transport to a Village College, or access via a safe cycle route. The accessibility of secondary 
education remains of key importance to a settlement.” 

 
In addition the land concerned in application has been put forward as Local Green Space  
Local Green Space –Policy NH/12   G34 (The field between Cox's Drove, Cow Lane and the railway 
line - as well as the associated low-lying area on Cow Lane adjacent to the Horse Pond)  being 
designated as local green space.    In addition, the following land is also included, ie   (field between 
Teversham Road, Cow Lane and the railway line) and also the Victorian garden beside the Old 
Pumping Station.   The Victorian garden deserves added  protection as it enhances the setting of the 
Old Pumping Station.  It is part of the conservation area which also contains Poor Well and the Horse 
Pond. 
 
The Field between Teversham Road, Cow Lane and the railway line enhances the setting and 
appearance of this historic part of the village.   The two fields mentioned bring the countryside into 
the heart of the village as has been identified by Planning Inspectors.    
 
Fulbourn has expanded over the past 3 decades and it is even more important that special 
consideration is given to green space as well as buildings in order to preserve the character and 
ambience of the village. 
 
Current Application - The planning application on the land in question is trying to circumnavigate 
the democratic procedures which are in place and are contrary to the Localism Act and, therefore, 
should not be allowed.    
 
Fulbourn is currently taking a substantial amount of development which is putting a strain on its 
present services: 

 100 additional new houses on the Swifts development 

 18 extra houses at Thomas Road 

 the Ida Darwin site which will see around 275 extra houses   
 
The land in question is wet, prone to surface water flooding,  and requires wellingtons in order to 
walk on it for much of the year.    The water table is high and has necessitated extra foundations 
when building has taken place on the perimeter of the land.   It is over the Cambridge Aquifers and 
surely such land should be protected.   Cambridgeshire is in the driest part of England and water is a 
precious commodity, even more so with the rapidly growing population.    
 
The drainage and sewage systems in the area are not fit for purpose for the present houses let alone 
any more.    The sewers are frequently blocked and back up along Cow Lane resulting in the Water  
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2 
 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
 
1 November 2014  
 
Board having to be called out before sewage overflows the downstairs toilet (as has happened to my 
neighbour).   I, myself, f have had sewage lift the manhole covers in my garden and overflow.    
 
The land has been used by dog walkers for many years now and it is a real asset to the village.   The 
Recreation Ground and Nature Reserve is ¾ mile at the other end of the village.    
 
The land is not required to meet the SCDC/City Draft Local Plan housing targets or the 5 year housing 
land supply obligations due to the Memorandum of Agreement between the two Councils.    
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
A D Andrews (Mrs) 
 
 
Cc Fulbourn Parish Council 
Cllr John Williams 
Rt Hon James Paice MP 
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APPENDIX 2 
54 Cow Lane 

Fulbourn 
CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5HB 

 
20 February 2015 
 
 
Dear Cllr  
 
Planning Application S/2273/14/OL 
 
This site has been the subject of several attempts to develop it and all attempts to date have been 
rejected. 
 
1991 Representation was made by Fulbourn Parish Council, supported by the village at the Local 
Plan Enquiry.    Despite lengthy representations by agents for this site to have it developed, the 
Inspector found in favour of the submission by the Parish Council. 
 
1999 Local Plan submission.   The site was rejected as it is: 

 in an area of best landscape 

 Grade 2 agricultural land 

 Adjoins the village Conservaton Area and two Protected Village Amenity areas (Poor Well 
and the Horse Pond) 

 
Inspector’s report on the Examination  to SCDC 28 September 2009 on  Site Specific Policies 
Development Plan Document  
4 sites in Fulbourn were put forward as additional housing allocations chosen to make up the 
housing shortfall 31 March 2009.   The only site considered appropriate was the Ida Darwin site.   
The following comment was made in respect of this site: “Although not in the Green Bel t, land off 
Teversham Road forms part of the countryside setting of the village and of the Conservation Area 
which includes the Horse Pond “ 
 
There was also reference to the area being within a groundwater protection zone where the water 
environment needs to be protected from contamination.   The area is known to have a high water 
table.  
 
Local Plan currently on deposit.    This plan was put together following extensive local consultation 
and Fulbourn was active in this process which is in line with the Localism Act.   The site in question is 
not scheduled for development in this plan.    
Fulbourn is scheduled to be designated a Minor Rural Centre 
The site is scheduled to be a Local Green Space which would be an important amenity for the village 
particularly bearing in mind the recreation ground is at the other end of the village as are all the 
footpaths.    This would complement Poor Well and the Horse Pond. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
A  D Andrews (Mrs) 
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APPENDIX 3 

54 Cow Lane 
Fulbourn 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5HB 

 
 
15 May 2015 
 
Mr Andrew Fillmore 
Planning Dept 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Cambourne Business Park 
Cambourne 
CB23 6EA  
 
Dear Mr Fillmore 
 
Outline Application including consideration of access points, for high quality residential 
development of up to 110 dwellings with ares of landscaping and public open space and 
associated infrastructure works - S/2273/14/OL  - Land off Teversham Road/Cox’s Drove) 
 
I find the amended wording very ambiguous and think it should be made clear prior to consultation.    
The plans originally shown to the village stated only one access point – Teversham Road.    The 
above wording now implies there are others.    The access onto Cox’s Drove was listed as an 
emergency access.  This road is narrow and has a poor exit onto Cow Lane and is not suitable for 
heavy traffic.    There is an added reason why there should not be an exit into Cow Lane and this is 
the fact that Cow Lane was deemed unsuitable for heavy traffic some years ago due to its winding 
way with severe bends into the heart of the village.   This resulted in a junction onto Hinton Way 
designed to deter traffic using this route.  The pedestrian boardwalk across Poor Well Water cannot 
be used as this land belongs to the village and is an important natural village amenity. 
 
The fields in question are a haven of wildlife and bring the countryside into the village.   A wide 
range of birds are heard and seen as well as a good range of plant species and insects.    Birds 
commonly seen in the gardens backing onto the fields are goldfinches, greenfinches, blackcaps, long 
tailed tits, greater spotted and green woodpeckers, tree creepers, mistle and song thrushes as well 
as many other common garden species such as house sparrows, robins, blue and great tits,  
blackbirds, chaffinches, corvids and more.  Various warblers can be heard including the chiff chaff, 
garden warbler.  Such a haven is enjoyed by numerous dog walkers and it would be a tragedy to lose 
such a beautiful area.    I urge you to give great importance to this aspect of the site.  Once lost it 
cannot be regained. 
 
I draw your attention to my letter objecting to the application dated 1 November, copy enclosed, 
and reiterate these comments. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
A D Andrews (Mrs) 
 
Enc  
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APPENDIX 4   
 

I 54 Cow Lane 
Fulbourn 

CAMBRIDGE 
CB21 5HB 

 
25 January 2016 
 
The Planning Inspectorate 
Room 3/26 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
BRISTOL     BS1 6PN 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
APPEAL REFERENCE  APP/WO530/W/15/3139730 
 
I wish to reiterate the comments made in my letters to South Cambridgeshire District Council 
objecting to this application, ie 

 Letter dated 1 November 2014 to Development Control, SCDC 

 Letter dated 20 February 2015 sent individually to all members of the SCDC Planning 
Committee 

 Letter dated 15 May 2015 to Andrew Fillmore, Planning Dept, SCDC  
 
I have lived in the village for 37 years and have been active in many aspects of village life.  Indeed, I 
chaired the Parish Council Planning Committee for 24 years until 6 years ago.   The village is still a 
true village with a real community spirit.   The village has accepted growth and change but this 
particular application is not appropriate for all the reasons that have been given.    
 
The village would like the site designated as green space to be used for the enjoyment of all.    The 
land is waterlogged and is over the Cambridge Aquifers which, surely, must be protected.   What a 
joy it was in July this year to have a Turtle Dove (an endangered species) in my garden  and the 
surrounding area for some time.    This area really is a haven for wildlife which should be protected.     
 
Cambridge is losing so much land to building that it has become even more important to preserve 
sites that do not lend themselves to development.  This site would not be considered if the proposed  
Local Plan had not been delayed.  The site has been put forward to be considered for development 
on several occasions and was turned down by Inspectors each time.   The problems relating to this 
site remain the same. 
 
I ask for the opportunity to speak at the Appeal. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
A D Andrews (Mrs) 
Fulbourn Parishioner 
 


