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Planning application S/0202/17/OL 

I wish to express my concerns, and record my objections to the proposed building planning 
application mentioned above. 

I have several reasons for objecting to the proposed plans as follows: 

You will notice by my address that I live at the junction of Hinton Road, Cow Lane, Pierce Lane and 
The Maples. This is a busy roadway already, and there have been accidents at junction of Cow Lane 
and Pierce Lane, where car drivers do not take care. There is a small dedicated cycle way from 
Hinton Road to Cow Lane, I have witnessed cyclists being knocked off cycles at this point by cars 
turning into Cow Lane. If pedestrian access is planned at this point to the new development, it is 
likely to cause further problems here. As vehicle access is also planned from Cox’s Drove, there will 
be additional traffic in the vicinity.  

The village cannot accommodate further building without assessing the impact of the planned 
development at the Ida Darwin site. Whilst I am aware that it is the intention to encourage residents 
to cycle or walk, I am realistic enough to know that this will not be the case, and there will be 
additional traffic. The plan shows 110 dwellings, and mentions parking allowances for 2 vehicles per 
dwelling (potential therefore for an additional 220 cars in the village. Fulbourn High Street is 
seriously congested already, especially when the frequent buses are passing through. The transport 
links to Cambridge have been highlighted as a positive feature of this application, but their transit 
through the village at times causes delays to traffic, and blockages in the centre of the village. I have 
witnessed several accidents of various level of seriousness in the village centre, involving vehicles, 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

The Health Centre is already at almost full capacity, and it has been acknowledged that the premises 
are no longer fit for purpose. I am aware that discussions have taken place regarding upgrading the 
premises. I trust that investigations have been made to ascertain the Health Centre is able to 
accommodate more patients from the area. 

Plans have been considered recently for an extension to the local Primary School, to accommodate 
the rising population of Fulbourn, following the recent development of The Swifts site, and the 
planned development to be sited at the Ida Darwin. The Secondary School for which Fulbourn 
Primary School is a feeder is Bottisham Village College, and the majority of local children attend this 
school, despite it not being the closest. It is hoped that this secondary school has the capacity for the 
increase in population. I am aware that St Bede’s School is regularly oversubscribed, and that 
Netherhall Secondary School runs at a high capacity, as does Coleridge Secondary School, the other 
local schools. 

I cannot see that the housing which is planned could be deemed ‘affordable’, due to very high 
development costs, thus putting it out of reach of many local residents. The majority of the planned 



housing is to be 3 bedrooms and above, thus placing it out of reach of local first time buyers due to 
cost. Local residents need to be able to purchase affordable properties in their own villages. 

The drawings and descriptions of the planned development show a very attractive area, with new 
amenities, and opportunities for locals to gain access to the Pumping Station gardens on a regular 
basis. I am worried that there are not sufficient plans for ongoing maintenance of the grounds and 
watercourses to keep the area in a good condition. I also wonder whose financial responsibility this 
will be in the future. If costs are to be shared amongst residents of the development, it may cause 
friction if non-residents are using the area for recreation, and would certainly cause resentment if it 
became the responsibility of the local council, and was financed by a higher rates bill for all Fulbourn 
residents. 

These fields are well known for their wetness, there are natural springs across the fields, the ground 
is constantly wet. Hence the presence of the pumping station at the bottom of Cow Lane. If the 
fields are built on, there will be less opportunity for this water to drain away. 

I was under the impression that these fields will form part of a Local Green Space under the Local 
Plan Emerging Policy, also that Fulbourn was to be designated a Minor Rural Centre, thus limiting the 
size of any development to 30 dwellings. 

The site has previously been considered and rejected for development by SCDC, following a recent 
‘call for sites’.  

I would be very grateful if you would take my views into consideration when discussing this 
application. I am sure that this development would be seriously detrimental to our village, and way 
of life. 

 

Thank you 


