
Fulbourn Manor, Manor Walk, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5RJ 
Tel: 01223 880284 

Email: ## 
 

 
Ms Julie Ayre                                                                                  15 March 2017 
Planning and New Communities 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
South Cambridgeshire Hall 
Cambourne Business Park 
Cambourne 
Cambridge CB23 6EA 
 
Dear Ms Ayre 
 
APPLICATION REF: S/0202/17/OL 
Consideration of access points for residential development of up to 110 
dwellings with areas of landscaping and public open space and associated 
infrastructure works on land at Teversham Road/Cow Lane Fulbourn 
 
I am writing to object to the above application on the grounds that I do not 
believe it is possible or conceivable that any sustainable management regime 
could be developed to ensure in perpetuity adequate maintenance of the 
infrastructure or the proper protection of the valued biodiversity of the site. 
 
The previous application, which is almost identical to this, was refused on appeal 
as being unsustainable, inter alia, in terms of an acceptable future management 
regime. Should such a regime be possible and capable of implementation in 
perpetuity then it would require a high level of professional management on a 
regular basis which would only be likely to be available from a public body or a 
secure major landowning organization. I do not see this as likely with this 
application bearing in mind the nature of this site, the unusual infrastructure and 
access proposals. It is unacceptable that the village be saddled with a 
progressively deteriorating maintenance regime and consequently an 
environmental disaster in the longer term. 
 
Others have stressed the inadequacy of the access arrangements particularly in 
respect of pedestrian access if the route across Poor Well is not available and the 
hazards associated with larger vehicles being mixed with bicycles and people in 
the sub-standard Coxes Drove. There is also confusion over how the extensive 
areas of land required to satisfy the water management proposals can double 
with protecting the biodiversity and allowing public recreational access.  
 
In my view the site is and has been a precious asset to the local community. 
Geographically it forms the lowest point of the village where the fen edge 
extended to a point where historically people were able to source water for their 
domestic and agricultural use. The community values Poor Well for its 
environmental amenity and it would be sad for this to be effectively cut off from 



the open countryside. This value was recognized in the draft Local Plan in its 
designation as a Local Green Space. Though privately owned the site has been 
used informally by local residents since there is no other open space in this part 
of the village.  Perhaps this use was accepted in the past as it was in the 
ownership of the Cambridge Water Company that was, in effect, seen as a public 
utility. 
 
I believe it would be hard to find another site that is so unsuitable for 
development despite the apparent need for additional housing land. It is clearly 
impossible to develop without extreme measures. Who would expect to have 
boardwalks in a housing estate that are more suitable in a nature reserve? For 
these reasons and particularly the long term vulnerability of any management 
regime I urge you to recommend refusal of this application. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Townley 
MA, MRTPI(Retired) FRSA 


